oo                     ANGER AGAINST BOOKS

in music. It is very hard for us to clothe our new,, our half-
made ideas in stories that are as good as the old ones. The
best we can often do is to undermine the old stories by
criticism or laughter. We can try to stop their being read in
schools, but that is rather difficult. And we can examine our
own consciences or imaginations about them.

It is very interesting to notice how full of book images we
are, how certain quotations come up to the surface of our
minds at the least provocation. If our loves are kind we feel
for them in terms of mediaeval or even Victorian lyricists, if
they are difficult in terms of John Donne, if they are really
very annoying in terms of Ovicl or Catullus. We are always
the gentleman with Shakespeare or Aeschylus, and, if we want
to express dissatisfaction, there is our Eliot in his appropriate
corner. It is depressing to feel that ccOh ! western wind33 has
been written once for all, and that it was not we ourselves who
wrote it. It is depressing to think of how many combinations
of words have been used. Which book shall I write? Which
indeed!

Try to do anything, experience anything, take any kind of
action. Can you possibly do it without book associations?
Can you be free from any relationship with heroes and
heroines, or indeed villains and villainesses ? Can you think
of yourself in terms which are not book-soiled? I doubt it.
We are all, unhappily, educated, and it has been, more than
perhaps we realise, a book education. We have been taught
to respect books. One awful result of that is that we grow up
to respect newspapers, and even to respect printed advertise-
ments. And we cannot get over the fact of that average fifteen
thousand titles, many of which must have sold a good many
thousand copies. What is to be done about it?

There are two lines in one of Auden's last poems, from an
extremely beautiful description of a possible kind of Good
Life:

All of the women and most of the men

Shall work with their hands and not think again.